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Community Futures aid

boosted smge’s career

PHILIF RUSHTON

MACLEOD GAZETTE WHITER

\ll'll_q,.r-\-.nlgmll-\..lx aren'l
typically nssociated with
cl'llTl:pﬁ,:l'n,'||'rx|'|I'|\. yel Codle
Prevost, o talented 23-year-
old from Rese Valley, Sask..
is as driven and innovative
as he s msieal

A Community  Futures
loam in 2005 got Prevost
into the recording booth for
his first album, “The Fosd
Ahead.”

“Ir's the nexi siep a5 an
artist, but what’s holding
you hack B othe Dmancing
and it tough,” Prevost said.

Promoting a vew release,
“Hpin G-pack Vol 17
Prevest signed on as front
man in mid-January notl
with a record comgany, b
with Community Futures.

M RFAEE=T00] rural Ioans
group, Community Futures
;._"lw,:x :1I,'\;Il1ld |.'|'|:||'||.1,"s (£4]
business ideas that bankers
didn't wamt w catch, b
they threw Prevost a curve.

“They 1cdd me bring hack
the guitars next week at the
board  meeting.”  Prevost
said of his first meeting
with Community Futures, “1
was shaking like crazy, bul
canglin the moment, tinking
this is it, I get my firsl
recond and e oy siar,”

Prevost go1 o call a
week later that {_'\.:-Il"lﬂ'lullill'!.'
Futures liked his business
plan and would provide a
loam for his first album.

“You have 1o get tha
plan in place. although it’s
the last '|IIi|'|g MEIC s
think about,” Prevost said.

With a five-vear bosiness
plan Prevost is on track
with a geal of putting o
a new six-pack of songs
every  vear 1o keep his
followers thirsty for more.

]'.vclj\-lln;' he asked A
encouraging  advice and
helped  write  zongs  as
Prevost found acceptance
in Mashville as a perforine
ing country artisi.

“Ii's a I'l,'clll'lg like mno
other, io walk out on stage
and  koow  that's  where
you're supposed o be”

Having  opened  for
Charlic  Mujor, Ronnie
'|‘|1-:'-|'||'||.'I and The Good
Brothers, Prevest toured
last year with Emersen
Drrive, who are big in
Canada and the Siates oo,

“They're (Emersen Drive)
greal guvs 1o |'|u|'|g el
with on the bus and T could
hl‘hl!; what | learsed ther
o my awn show.”

Singer-songwriter Codie Prevost used a loan from Community pﬂll.l.l'l"! L

hoost his caresr,

Taking o the open romd
with Community Futures,
Prevoal does school shows
as well as his other gigs.

“The energy level thy
the kids hawve when 1 oo
i theee, they just star
screaming  and  love il
having a good time,”

Prevosi tells  students
Community Fuures might
be interested inoall kinds
of business ideas, from
starting clothing siores 1o
grain  chemical  supplier
dealerships.

“I o oul and talk 1o kids
whowt following dreams.”

Communily Futnres
Southwest Manager Tony
Walker was  with (e
organization seven years
in the north before couing
o Pincher Creek  six
s apo,

Walker heard Prevost a
a x_l,-1'|'||'mxl|||r'| lasr yedr

“He's wery genuine, on

Isomest down-home *Sask”
boy who loves his music
and made it in Mashwille,”
Walker said. “You could
tell be wisn't nervous, ke
being in a room with a
Bieisch of |'l,'l\.:f|'lll.,' he kisew”

Rebranding its  image
with Prevosl, Coimmundty
Futures operates as lasi
ol loans analyst n 186
cenires,  using  funding
|'Ii||‘"|1|u|"|'l||'l'1 from Business
Development Canada and

federal  and  proviocial
'__'I.'l"|'L"r|'||:|'|i."|'||:i j (8] foster
eeonomie  Weas  omside

urhan centres.
Commuinity Futures ¢an

provide loans  wp o
S50, 000,
Business  plans  can

ramge from 10010 50 pages,
whether in-depth or
simpde, but most are 10 10
20 pages of thoughtful
consideranion o solid kdeas,
inclwding preparations for

wteapected complications

“If wou weren't expecting
i o conldn'n pl:ul around i,
it could sink a business.”
Walker sad

Some are profitable from
d.u}- ane, while ofers nead
sin 1o nine months in
Barilding wp business before
paving back loans.

“Melnst Buesinesses spr off
right away, and we have a
very low  Tallure  rare,”
Walker said. “We eslimale
ot Failure rate 15 less than
four per cent and with high
risk=loans, that's not a bad
default rate at all.”

l._'l|1|'||"|'||,||'|i|_1.I Fuures sers
ot to improve life in small
COMIMIes |'i:r SUPPHOCTIng
people like Prevost who
have eood ideas

“It"s n good feeling, one
of the rewards of being in
husiness, 10 be helping
communiies w he Beler
places,” Walker said.




